
  Arkansas Broadband Advisory Council 

 
MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2007 

 
Meeting was called to order by James Winningham at 9:35 a.m. 
 
In attendance:          Ed Allis                                        Jim Dailey      

           Greg Ashcraft   George Hopkins 
            Dave Burdick   Len Pitcock   

Arl Cope   Wendy Wheeler 
Maryce Cunningham  James Winningham 

 
Absent: John Dreher 
 
Also in attendance: C. Sam Walls, CEO of ACC and President of Connect Arkansas  

Sam Walls III, Vice President of Connect Arkansas 
   Leslie Lane, Secretary/Treasurer of Connect Arkansas 

Jonathan Jacobs, Connect Arkansas 
Kim Tran, Connect Arkansas  
Representing Connect Arkansas: 

Kevin Burns, Rose Law Firm 
    Bryant Cranford, Rose Law Firm 
    Ethan Schwartz, Global Strategy Group 
    Ruth Whitney, Global Strategy Group 

Dr. Mark Peterson, University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension 
Service 

 
1. Status of Connect Arkansas and recommendations for Council cooperation with  

Connect Arkansas –  
a.  C. Sam Walls presented an update on the status of Connect Arkansas 

• Arkansas Capital Corporation is committed to this project.  Other 
Arkansas Capital projects require the capabilities that will be provided by 
the efforts. 

•  Connect Arkansas will be a catalyst to get the dialog going between the 
various disparate groups and industries who will participate in the process 
of providing broadband to the rural areas of the state, and there is a large 
sense of urgency about this project. 

• Its charge, current environment, economic impact, rollout strategy, and 
current and potential governing board members (document attached) have 
been determined, but remain in draft form and are subject to change as the 
role and mission of the group become more developed. 

• Connect Arkansas will work closely with ABAC and provide all possible 
assistance in the absence of Council staff. 

• Connect Arkansas can be particularly supportive of ABAC in the area of 
research. 

• Connect Arkansas is looking for best practices in all states working 
broadband. 

• $750,000 has been requested from the state to cover the needed operating 
expenditures for items such as salaries for the period prior to the next 
legislative session.  Additional funding of $2.5 million annually will be 
needed to fully fund Connect Arkansas. 
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• The immediate issues Connect Arkansas will address: 
o Mapping of the state to locate: 

 the areas that are currently being served by broadband providers 
 the areas of the state that are not currently being served, while maintaining 

deployment as a private sector issue, not an AR Capital issue. 
 the locations of state residents who would use broadband if it were available 

but who are not able to afford the technology. 
o Creation of focus groups to build awareness and educate state residents on the uses of 

broadband 
• The group is seeking both financial and moral support and guidance from Governor Beebe, as 

well as from our Federal and state legislatures and the private sector, and feels that all entities 
understand the importance of this work.  Awareness and public focus on these issues are 
important. 

• Freedom of information matters were discussed, and all private sector companies were assured 
that their proprietary information needed in this research will remain confidential.  

• The Arkansas Science and Technology Authority will be the dispensing agency for all state 
funding for Connect Arkansas. 

• Connect Arkansas would like to receive from ABAC 
o recommendations for members of AR Capital Board 
o support in obtaining funding from Governor and Legislature 
o assistance in accessing Arkansas resources to the extent possible to bring broadband 

to all of Arkansas 
    b.  ABAC Chairman James Winningham reiterated the Council’s mission to advise the Governor and  
         the legislature on broadband policy to achieve the state’s goal of becoming totally broadband  
         accessible.  
            
2.  Introductions 
     All attendees introduced themselves and their affiliations.  
 
3.  Roll call 
     Secretary Maryce Cunningham called the roll. 
 
4.  Minutes of previous meeting 
     Minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
  Moved by Jim Dailey 

Seconded by Dave Burdick. 
   
5.  Status of action items 

• List of Council members was distributed 
• Media Contact - George Hopkins spoke with Arkansas news bureau and has agreed to inform 

them of each of the council’s public meetings. 
• Letters - James Winningham distributed a template of the letter that was sent to the Governor, 

Senate President Pro Tem, Speaker of the House, Senator Capps, Senator Wilkins, 
Representative Abernathy, and Representative Pace reporting on the Council’s first meeting. 

It was decided that we would not send Senator Mark Pryor a copy of this type of letter, but 
would wait and send him a copy of our first report.  

• Administrative and financial support - George Hopkins reported that he had spoken to the 
legislative staff regarding administrative support for the Council.  He has not received a reply.  
Maryce Cunningham spoke with Senator Critcher also regarding administrative and financial 
support for the Council.  These matters are still under consideration.  

• Letterhead/logo - James Winningham presented the Council’s official letterhead, which will be 
used for Council purposes only. 
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6.  Meeting schedule 

• Regular meetings will be held on the fourth Tuesday of the month from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
at an as-yet-to-be-determined location(s).  Probably not at the Capitol building, since it can be 
very difficult to park and maneuver through that area during the legislative session. 

• Additional meetings might be scheduled as needed 
 
7.  Initial Council report to the Governor and Legislature 

• James Winningham suggested and all agreed that as soon as practical we will create an initial 
report to be sent to Governor Beebe, Senator Pryor, and the legislature. 

• James Winningham will draft an outline of the first report by the next meeting.  He encouraged 
all to assist in the drafting because everyone’s input into the process is vitally important. 

• The annual report will follow by the first anniversary of the formation of the Council.   
• Sam Walls offered any assistance that Connect Arkansas could provide in the preparation of the 

first report and it was generally agreed that Connect Arkansas input would be an essential 
element of the report. 

o He also announced that Connect Arkansas is creating a newsletter and a web site to 
keep state residents informed. 

o ABAC will undoubtedly create its own web site at some point to post meeting 
announcements, minutes, and other activities and will then include a link to the 
Connect Arkansas site.  James Winningham will speak with INA to determine 
whether their commitment to the state would provide for INA hosting of the ABAC 
web site. 

 
8.  Other matters of business 

• James Winningham suggested that the public be invited and encouraged to attend ABAC 
meetings and that time be set aside in the agenda for public comment.  All agreed. 

• Len Pitcock suggested that he invite to an upcoming meeting Mr. George Duncan from 
Southwest Arkansas who has built his own wireless network and who might share his experience 
and the technology used in this effort.  All agreed. 

• Ed Allis asked whether there had been any follow-up from Sen. Pryor’s office following the 
Senate Commerce Committee Field Hearing in Little Rock on the state of rural broadband in 
Arkansas.  Members had received the link to the taping, but as of the Council meeting had no 
further communication.  It was agreed that we want to stay in touch with the Senator’s office and 
stay abreast of his activities in this area. 

• Dr. Mark Peterson expressed his feeling that this type of discussion and information-sharing is 
greatly needed in the state and that it would be beneficial for our group to receive information 
from someone knowledgeable on Federal issues.  Maryce Cunningham agreed to contact Sen. 
Pryor’s office to request that a representative attend an upcoming meeting to brief us on the view 
from D.C. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
 Arl Cope moved 
 Jim Dailey seconded 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Maryce J. Cunningham 
Secretary 


